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ROTES ON EAST GERMAN SEAPORTS

1\3,-

As part of the expansion of the East German port of Rostock, two new cranes
and a loading bridge have bean built, whizh will increase the transshipping ca-
pacity of the harbor by 4,500 tons daily by the beginning of 1952. The 1951
transshipping in Rostock is estimated at 1.2-1.4 million tons.

According to reports, the port of Wismar is being greatly expanded. The
industrial harbor, the west harbor, and particularly the overseas harbor are be-
ing expanded. It is assumed that, from now on, Wismar will be the East German
transshi ping port for overseas goods. The larges* dredgers of “he GDR are now
in Wismar for port expansion work.

Export and import goods, eccording to a special regulation, can be ingurea
only with the Soviet General Black Sea and Baltic Sea, Inc. The insurance pre-
miums have to be paid 1n forcign currenty. A branch office of this firm 1s
located in East Berlin.

According to a report fror. the Federation of People-Owned Shipyards, there
is still a shortage of techniclaps qualified to train new shipyard workers in
East G2rmany. 1In the Wnrnow shipyard in Warremuende, only a very few trained
instructors are available for the 450 new apprentices (250 of them are girls)
who entered the shipyard at the end of September. The same is true of the Ros-
tock and Stralsund shipyards.(1)

The GDR is considering unifying all individual enterprises such as trans-
shipping, stowing, commissioning, piloting, storage, etc., under over-all People-
Owned Seaport Managements. This wcnuld abolish all influence by privately owned
enterprises. In the expansion of the combined Rostock-Warnemuende harbors, the
Rostock-Warnemuende railroad line will be doutle tracked. This w111 improve
freight traffic between the two harbors. In addition, a new harbor railroad
station has been bullt in Rostock-Bramow.

-1- RESTRICTED

CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED
STATE NAVY A nsns DISTRIBUTION

3

ARMY TR 81 [_] [

| Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/31 .
CIA-RDP80-00809A000700040589-3



Dclassifiedn rt - ntized Copy proed for Release 2011/10/31 : |
CIA-RDP80-00809A000700040589-3 M-

?

-

: RESTHLicD

RESTRICTED

STAT

After three trips to Ventspils and Klaypeda, the East German merchant ship '
Vorwacrts has begun a trip to the Polish harbor of Gdynla. On board are approxi- E
o

mately 1,200 tons of East German export goods destined for China. As reported,
regular connections will be established between East German and Polish ports.
Certain indications point to Szczecin and Gdansk/Gdynia as the harbors through
which will be routed most of the East German export goods destined for the Far
East.

At present, about 200 seamen are being trained as captains, navigato: -,
radlo operators, and machinists for merchant and fishing vessels, at the sea-
men's school in Wustrow auf Fischland. The only school of this kind in East
Germany, 1t will soon be greatly expanded.

The Wismar State Shipyard is now called Mathias-Thesen Shipyard. To date,
this shipyard has undertaken the repair of masy Soviet ships. At present, the
large Soviet motor ship Pobeda is being overhauled there. Next year, the ship-
yard will also participate in the shipbuilding progrca of the GDR. In October,
an "activist school” patterned after the Soviet model was established at the

. Wismar shipyard. This echool is to contribute to higher productivity, plan
. realization, and better operation of the shipyard. Special competitions will
be held among GDR shipyards.

A German Office for Sea Freight has been established in East Germany .

"This hrings to an end any handling of sea freigit by privately owned enter-
prises. The German 0ffice for Sea Freight will immediately tske over exclu-
sive control of all incoming and outgoing ship traffic. The office, which is
under the GDR Ministry of Foreign Trade, is responsible for the smooth func-
tioning of all overseas traffic. A speclal task of this office will be to
keep an eye on trade with China, in which capacity it will work closely with
the corresponding Polish office. According to the GDR, there is sufficlent
trade between East Germany and the other Satellites to wvarrant a shipping line.

The zhartering of boats in harbors outside the GDR is also under the in-
direct control ‘of the German Office for Sea Freight, It eeems that this new
institution has already established close contact with the governmental ship-
ping organizations of the other Satellites. The office will also control such
chartering for the East German merchant marine, and will play an important
part in chartering space on foreign vessels.{2)
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